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LASERS ARE Us

Welsh Squash Recongised in Annual Awards

More than 120 people i including coaches, youth

players and elite professionals - packed into the — ;‘a“unsu r”‘.gsy

ond P-oketb?

Copthorne Hotel in Cardiff on Friday, August 14, for
a night of recognition and celebration at the 20™
annual Wales Squash and Racketball (WSRB)
awards.

Despite the relatively modest playing numbers,
comparatively few country-wide playing courts and
general facilities and resources, Wales continuously
punches above its weight in the world of squash.

Adult Team Squash continues to be the backbone of club squash and huge thanks must go to

the 400 volunteers who ar e ¢slaeClibd& WRes. AASEATO i n
huge thanks must go to League Manager Mike Howe for the endless hours of hard work

organising the South Wales Leagues and assisting the County League organisers from North,

South and West Wales. League Squash in Wales now has 186 teams playing weekly with the
VOLUNTEER Captains inputting the results on the website.
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2014/2015 teams presented with trophies

Winners of Division Two East Barry Leisure A
Winners of Division One West Meads Leisure Centre A
Winners of Division One East St Mellons B

Runners Up of Division Premier 2 Cardiff University A
Winners of Division Premier 2 Newport C

Runners Up of Division Premier 1 St Mellons

Premier Champions - Newport A
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The WSRB event paid tribute to those players that continue to excel against all the odds on
the global stage; the youngsters showing the drive and enthusiasm to push through and
represent their country at age-grade level; and those off-field i be they coaches, referees, or
administrative staff i whose dedicated participation is so integral to the day-to-day running of
the sport in Wales.

— - s The evening at Culverhouse Cross rightly
i?!.'"ﬁﬂ' honoured these remarkable people and fittingly
began with a reminder of Welsh squash
achievements at the Commonwealth Games,
staged in Glasgow last summer.

Team Wales did remarkably well in Scotland,
with two teams progressing through to the
quarter-finals, before losing to eventual
medalists; while five players made it through in
the individual competition to the round of 16.
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El sewhere throughout the year, Walesd Women fini
Championships in Canada; following this up with fifth place for the second consecutive season

at the European Team Championships in Denmark - whilst the Men posted a creditable s

eventh place in their first season back in the ¢

The players were also highlighted individually, with Peter Creed
and Tesni Evans recognised for maintaining their places as
number one Menods Q
players in Wales. In the past year
Creed has risen to number 74 in
the world and Evans has reached
29 in the wodmeno
gaining important victories over
top 10 players Peter Barker and
Laura Massaro along the way;
whilst teammates Joel Makin and Deon Saffery have made significant strides themselves and
were rightly acknowledged in Cardiff.Congratulations Emyr and Hannabh for their 1* Welsh Cap
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WSRB&6s youth set up was al scoerge nvoeny ,s paesc i Vdal | ensebn tyi
gave an excellent account of themselves all term. In particular, the Under 13 and Under 15

Five Nations mixed teams; and Under 19 side competing at the European Team

Championships in Prague 7 who all performed encouragingly and finished fourth in their

respective tournaments.
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As the evening drew on the individual awards for those hard workers who may not have hit the
headlines were handed out.

Richard Plenty and Bob Perry (Rhiwbina) won the Unsung
Hero awards; Young Coach of the Year went to Tomos
Edmunds (Meads, Milford Haven) and Sarah Clode
(Fairwater); Kevin Morgan (Newtown) and Tony Johnson
(Barry) landed the Volunteer Coach gongs; while the WSRB
Coach of the Year award was presented to Nick Birt (Cardiff).
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Mark Davies received a special volunteer award for his services to WSRB in Wrexham,
Powys, North Wales and WSRB Board. There were also special representation honours and
mentions to those who have pulled on the red jersey for Wales in past seasons boasting more
than 400 caps for their country.
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WSRB would like to thank the Lloybell Staff, Josh, Laura and presenter for the evening, Sam

Lloyd, for their tremendous help and hard work in making the awards evening in Cardiff a huge
success.

Extra thank you to the photographer Satish Mummidi 1 great job.

Thanks also go to the WSRB team 1 Lynne Davies, Roy Gingell, Andrew Hamar and head of
coaching, Mike Workman.
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